
Respect & Care          Responsibility         Inclusion, Tolerance & Understanding        Excellence 

 

Ballarat Primary School (Dana St) 

           Newsletter ~ 6th March to 10th March 2023 

                                  Term 1 ~ Week  6 

401 Dana St, Ballarat.         Phone  53321 301                             
email: ballarat.ps.dana@education.vic.gov.au 
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Ryan’s Ramblings 

Dear parents, grandparents and friends,  

It seems as if the Ballarat weather has given us a stark reminder of what it is capable of, this week. Per-

haps, it is a good thing that warmer weather is forecast for next.  

I was really excited on Monday of this week, to have been able to witness our Student Leaders all perform 

a set of amazing speeches in front of parents and fellow peers. Our 14 person student leadership group 

each reflected on what ‘Leadership’ means to them, and what they would like to achieve this year. It was 

a proud moment for many parents and families in attendance.  An huge thank you to Steven Rothberg 

for presenting the badges on behalf of our School Council.  

Next week, our Grade 3 and 5 students will begin their NAPLAN testing for this year. This will be the first time 

that the NAPLAN testing will be in Term 1, as opposed to Term 2. Attached to this newsletter is the NAPLAN 

schedule for our students.  There are four tests in total Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language and Nu-

meracy.  If you have any questions about NAPLAN testing, please reach out.  

On Tuesday evening of next week, I am excited to have our wonderful school community together for our 

first community evening for the year. Please bring along a picnic dinner, a picnic rug, or chairs, and enjoy 

some time together. We will have some musical entertainment from our very own staff and some games 

for the students to participate in. It will be a great time for all of us to connect with each other.  

Next Wednesday will see our Whole School Athletics Day, which will be incredibly exciting. Michelle has 

been working around the clock to get everything organised.  In a change this year, all students from Foun-

dation to Grade 6 will have the sports on the same day, which will be fantastic for us all.  Buses will be de-

parting school as close to 9:00am as possible, so please ensure your child is at school well before then. If 

you are unsure of your child’s house, please contact your child’s teacher via dojo.  

As you will know, this weekend is a long weekend. I do hope that you are all able to take the time to relax 

and unwind this weekend with the ones who mean the most.  

Have a fantastic weekend.  

 

                                                                                                                                                           

 Ryan    

  Dates:  

  

             

              

   

    

    

   

 

     

  

  

  

Tuesday 7th to 15th March 

 Somers Camp 

Monday 13th March 

Labour Day Holiday  

Tuesday 14th March 

Community Picnic and games night 

5pm—7pm. 

Wednesday 15th March  

 Whole school sports day 

 Tuesday 21st March 

Parent/Career Helper Program make 

up Session 9am to 10am in Library 

Wednesday 22nd March                                                  

2024 Prep Information Session 10am  

Wednesday 29th March 

Parent/Career Helper Program 

make up Session 9am to 10am in 

Library 

Thursday 30th/Friday 31st March 

Grade 3/4 Ecolinc                                                                                                                                            

Thursday 6th April 

Last Day Term 1 2.30pm Finish 

Monday 13th March 

Labour Day Holiday  

No School 



 

 

 

                                                

 

0/1S          
Arie                               

For your positive ap-

proach to school and 

learning experiences. 

Arie, you always take 

pride in your learning, 

give all tasks a red hot 

go and are a kind 

classmate to all. Keep 

up the great work. 

Amazing effort, Arie!  

00B                                      

Henry                                    

For your clarity in ex-

plaining your thinking 

to your peers. We 

appreciate the focus 

and determination 

you show to learn 

more and to apply 

new learning consist-

ently to your work. 

Amazing effort Henry!  

1/2D                 

Gemma                                

For being a positive 

and thoughtful ray 

of sunshine. You 

are happy and 

enthusiastic every 

day and we appre-

ciate you being a 

role model in our 

class.                                   

1/2K                      

Charlie                     

For blowing my socks 

off during our phon-

ics session this week. 

Charlie you have 

constantly tried your 

best and impressed 

me with your ability. 

Keep it up buddy!                               

3/4B                                

Edward                                             

For  the hard work that 

you have put into your 

persuasive writing this 

week. Edward, it was 

fantastic to see you 

using a range of per-

suasive devices and 

challenging yourself to 

produce a series of 

quality arguments. Way 

to go, legend!  

3/4C                          
Isla                                  

For modelling the 

school values and 

having a go at every-

thing. You show willing-

ness to enter the learn-

ing pit and learn new 

things. It’s been great 

to see your persuasive 

writing come together, 

as well as your efforts 

in completing a range 

of subtraction prob-

lems this week. Keep 

up the great work.  

Well done, Isla 

3/4N                                   

Alexander                           
For always challenging 

yourself and being will-

ing to be in the learning 

pit! You have worked 

hard in Maths tis week 

and developing great 

strategies when working 

with subtraction. I’m 

looking forward to read-

ing your very convinc-

ing persuasive text. 

Thanks for being a great 

leader in 3/4N. Well 

done Alexander, you  

should be very proud of 

yourself!  

3/4T                                          

Izzy                                     

For using your growth 

mindset. It has been 

such a pleasure to see 

you using your growth 

mindset to write your 

persuasive piece on 

‘Dogs are better than 

cats’ this week. You 

have included many 

persuasive devises to 

convince the reader. 

Keep up the great 

work. Keep being you, 

Izzy. 

5/6A                               

Savannah               

For  working diligently 

in our writing sessions 

this week. Savannah, 

you focused your 

efforts into adding 

imagery into your 

persuasive text intro-

duction and incorpo-

rated persuasive 

devices to support 

your arguments. 

Keep up the amaz-

ing effort!  

5/6J                             

Poppy   

For the way she active-

ly listens during whole 

class focuses. Poppy 

uses whole body listen-

ing and stays actively 

engaged in discussions 

by answering ques-

tions. It is no surprise to 

see you achieving 

success. Keep up the 

good work!  

5/6P                                     

Harequinn                               

For settling into Dana 

Street superbly. 

Harlee, it has been 

great to see you lock 

into your learning this 

week, and instantly 

form friendships with 

your fellow peers. 

Keep being you leg-

end!  
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1/2B                                     

Nolan                                  

For always showing kind-

ness and respect to your 

classmates. You show 

great determination 

when completing tasks 

and willing to take on 

feedback to improve 

your work. You always 

come into class with a 

smile and great attitude. 

It’s a pleasure having you 

in our room, Nolan, keep 

up the great work!                      



Camp was awesome, we got to do lots of 

fun and interesting activities. 

We got to go on many walks and treach-

erous adventures. 

The food there was incredible, and being 

in the cabins with friends was great! 

By far the best camp I have ever been on, 

even though i have only been on one. 

Cooper Johnson 

 Grade 5/6 Wyuna Camp 



 

Camp was amazing! But the night walk. Let’s just say it had a 

lot of sludge around. The teachers directed us on a walk for 

an hour in this sea spew and it was disgusting! After we had 

found our way back to camp, my shoes were filled with pud-

dles of murky water. In the end, we all laughed about this 

and was a highlight of our camp. 

                                                                                     Pippa Martin  

When we first arrived at Camp Wyuna, we all took a tour of 

the area and then found our cabins and our groups. There 

were four groups, called Sharks, Stingrays, Whales, and Dol-

phins. Each group did all their activities together, such as 

boogie boarding, canoeing, a walk around town, beach 

activities and a night walk, where Sam led us through rotten 

seaweed for around twenty minutes and got all of our shoes 

soaked. All in all, the food was great, and this experience 

will certainly be one to remember. 

Eve Laverty 



WELLBEING 

 

At Dana Street Primary we promote the importance of student 

wellbeing in many ways. All staff is aware of the importance of 

building strong relationships with their students and valuing their 

thoughts and ideas. Through positive education, students can feel 

that they have a voice and are heard. Our School Values at Dana 

Street are a perfect example of what we want our children to dis-

play each day. These are Respect and Care, Tolerance, Inclusion 

and Understanding, and Excellence and Responsibility. These are 

taught explicitly at the beginning of each year but are living 

breathing values that the students learn as they move through the 

school. Our strong community and family interactions are such an 

important part of building the best partnership for our students we 

can. 

Through the Buddy Program, our School Values, the teaching of Respectful Relationships, lunchtime activi-

ties and clubs the students are provided with many wellbeing activities. Positive education is a partnership 

and the wellbeing of all of our students is at the very front of all staff at all times. 

Attendance is a very important part of building relationships with our students. We understand that Covid 

has had an effect on a number of families and students with their health. If your child is sick please let the 

school know by ringing and advising us of their illness. 

Sometimes it can be difficult to get our kids to school in the morning. Rest assured, the vast majority of par-

ents experience school hesitation or school refusal at some stage in their lives. If you’re experiencing this, 

please contact the school and we will help out as much as we can. 

If you enjoy podcasting, there’s a great one entitled “Overpowering Emotions”. Podcast numbers 48 - 51 

are all about dealing with separation anxiety, school hesitation and refusal. 

Attendance also creates consistency for your child. Assisting them with their school work, friendships and 

wellbeing. If we all work together as a community we can achieve amazing things. 

This year we have Kerrie Gunsser as our Student Wellbeing Officer, and Kellie Healy as our Mental Health 

and Wellbeing Leader. Please feel free to email if you would like further assistance with any wellbeing is-

sues. We understand that families sometimes don’t have access to all pathways for family assistance. We 

are here to assist you with these if needed. 

Kind Regards,                                                                                                                                                                                      

Kellie Healy                                                                                                                                                                     

Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader 

Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner 

everywhere. 





 

 
 

SPORTS DAY INFORMATION  



 



 

 

Basketball Ballarat Junior Miners Holiday Camp 

Adroit Insurance & Risk Junior Holiday Camps are held during each school holidays for children aged 5-13 years old of all genders 

and abilities.  

Improve your skills, develop techniques, enhance your game, meet new friends and ultimately have fun! Our camps cater for the 

beginner who has never picked up a basketball to the most experience 13 year old in the land! 

All participants can expect: 

• Meet your favourite Miners players  

• Expert instructions from professional coaches including Miners 

player and coaches  

• Develop new basketball skills and training methods  

• Fun and inclusive learning environment  

• Structured session content including great games and prizes at 

every camp 

• Learn how to be a great team mate and help others succeed  

Registrations for Term 1 Holidays are now open, with the camp be-

ing held on Wednesday April 12th, Thursday April 13th and Tuesday April 18th from 9:00am till 3:00pm at Selkirk Stadium.  

For more information and to register: Adroit Insurance & Risk Holiday Camp – Ballarat Basketball 

For further details please contact Ethan Fiegert via email development@ballaratbasketball.com or for urgent enquiries call reception 

on (03) 5338 1220  

Hot Cross Buns  

Yesterday  your family received a Bak-

ers Delight Hot Cross Bun order form. 

There is also forms available on Class 

Dojo.  Our School Council Fundraising 

Committee have organised this popular fundraiser.  

There are several flavours available. Order forms are due 

back at school by Wednesday 22nd March. 

The orders will be delivered on Wednesday 29th March, in 

the 2nd last  week of term 1.  

https://www.ballaratbasketball.com/adroit-insurance-risk-holiday-camp/
mailto:development@ballaratbasketball.com


 



 


